Community Benefit Agreements
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1. Direct and Reliable Funding JiS g JB 2. Investments in Local

Services & Infrastructure

Community agreements provide M P Q
guaranteed, tangible benefits to the Funds from community agreements can

communities that host development support community priorities, including:
projects. The benefits are delivered * Emergency services (fire, police, medical)
over the entire development lifetime * Road and infrastructure improvements
from planning through end-of-life * Public buildings and facilities

tat ti table. long-t * Community amenities
status, creating stable, long erm. This funding can help communities grow
revenue sources for the community.

and thrive, without raising local taxes.

3. Economic Benefits 4. Strong communities

Michigan Climate

Beyond Taxes Investment Hub invite collaboration
Community agreements provide financial Community Benefit Practices are proven to
support in addition to property tax achieve open communication among project

developers, local leaders from all walks of life,

revenue. Typical benefit categories and public infrastructure developers. These

include: . practices can ensure that development
e Increased local investment projects are aligning with local needs, to
e Support for community amenities deliver agreed upon benefits. This can result in
e Measured and verifiable community responsible development that invests in and
wealth-creation and wealth-building helps achieve the community’s needs for

long-term growth and sustainability.

Local food, energy, and water projects can generate lasting community benefits.
Contact us to explore smart, community-focused and legally-binding solutions
that integrate with your community while supporting local circular economy projects.

Tom Stanton, Founder/Principal, Community Energy Solutions, LLC

https://communityenergysolutions.info
TomS@communityenergysolutions.info

Office/mobile/voice/sms = +1 (517) 775-7764,

generally 9a to 5p, M-F, with other hours by appointment.
https://www.appropedia.org/User:-TomStanton
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tsstanton



https://517cafe.org/
https://nc3now.org/
https://www.themainstreetjournal.org/news/inspiration-to-move-your-money-from-wall-street-to-main-street
https://www.communityenergysolutions.info/post/let-s-make-a-visual-thesaurus-or-constellation-chart-of-ai-and-data-center-effects-first-order
https://communityenergysolutions.info/
mailto:TomS@communityenergysolutions.info
https://www.appropedia.org/User:TomStanton
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tsstanton
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/climate-and-energy/mi-healthy-climate-plan/funding/ggrf/investment-accelerator

Learn more about community benefit practices, policies, and plans

Community Benefits Agreements (CBAs) NATIONAL Sciences
are legally binding obligations between a ACADEMIES ErginesTing
community and project developers. B

CBAs are a valuable tool that a community I.everaging
can use to define and shape its future. Communiiy Benefit

CBAs can ensure that developments will Frameworks

generate progress While maintaining El"lll]__'.l[_-]\-”\-"E'fil'lg Communities to Benefit
. from Federally Funded Energy Projects
community health and wealth.

nationalacademies.org/publications/27996

Check these resources to learn how CBAs can ensure that all new large developments
will become and remain valuable, long-term community assets.

e Blair, James J. A, et al. 2025. “Building Community Power: Community Benefits Agreements Across the
Global Energy Supply Chain,” Climate and Community Institute.
https://climateandcommunity.org/research/cbas.

¢ Clean Air Task Force. 2026. Community Benefits Resource Inventory. https://www.catf.us/infrastructure-
deployment/community-benefits-resource-inventoryy/.

e Columbia University, Sabin Center for Climate Change Law. 2026. Community Benefits Agreements
Database. https://climate.law.columbia.edu/content/community-benefits-agreements-database.

¢ NAACP. 2026. Stop Dirty Data Recommendations. https://naacp.org/campaigns/stop-dirty-data-centers.

¢ EnergyDemocracy.net. 2026. Principles of Energy Democracy [open-source]. https://energy-
democracy.net/principals/.

¢ University of Michigan, Energy Equity Project. 2026. Resources. https://energyequityproject.org/resources-2/.

¢ U.S. Department of Energy. 2024. Local Benefit Mechanismes.
https://energy.gov/eere/wind/windexchange/windexchange/local-benefit-mechanisms.

¢ University of California, Berkeley, Possibility Lab. 2026. Energy Project Benefits Agreement Database.
https://projectbenefits.cafwd.org.

We can create our own local developments! The National Coalition for
Community Capital, headquartered in Michigan, is pioneering diversified
community investment financing (DCIFs), including one here in Lansing!

Educate Advocate Activate
We educate individuals and We advocate for an equitable We activate local investment

communities on the power of economy and community projects with individual

local investing. empowerment. communities.
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